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SUBJECT: JEWISH CEMETERIES IN HUNGARY 

REF: STATE 82676 

1 . EMBASSY IS CONTACTING THE LEADERSHIP O THE JEWISH COM- 
MUNITY TO ASCERTAIN ITS VIEWS ON THE QUESTION OF POSSIBLE 
GOVERNMENT EXPOPRIATION OF PORTIONS OF JEWISH CEMETERIES IN 
HUNGARY. THE FOLLOWING IS SUBMITTED AS AN INTERIM REPLY TO 
THE DEPARTMENT S QUERY IN REFTEL: 

2. THE EMBASSY HAS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE HUNGARIAN GOVERN- 
MENT IS SYSTEMATICALLY OR OTHERWISE EXPROPRIATING PORTIONS 
OF JEWISH CEMETERIES IN HUNGARY. 

3. EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED BY A SECOND-LEVEL OFFICIAL OF 
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY THAT THE TOWN COUNCIL WISHES TO USE A 
PORTION OF THE JEWISH CEMETERY AT ASZOD. THE COUNCIL WANTS 
THIS LAND FOR SOME MUNICIPAL OR ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECT. 
IT APPROACHED THE JEWISH COMMUNITY WITH A REQUEST FOR THIS 
LAND. AT THAT TIME THERE WAS AGREEMENT TO RF, INTER THE 
AFFECTED REMAINS IN ANOTHER PORTION OF THE CEMETERY. 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY DID NOT OBJECT TO THE COUNCIL'S 
PLANS, AND NEGOTIATED A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY PLAN. 
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IT UNDERTOOK. HOWEVER, TO ADVERTISE IN JEWISH CIRCLES 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IN ORDER TO DETERMINE ANY POS- 
SIBLE SURVIVING FAMILIES' WISHES ABOUT REINTERMENT. 

4. COMMENT: IT MAY HAVE BEEN THESE INQUIRIES WHICH 
SPARKED THE REPRESENTATIONS MADE TO THE PRESIDENT AND 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS BY RABBI BARRY DOV TURNER. 
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5. AS BACKGROUND, THE EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT THE 
MAINTENANCE OF CEMETERIES IS A FINANCIAL PROBLEM FOR 
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY. THE COMMUNITY IS MUCH SMALLER 
NOW THAN IT WAS BEFORE WORLD WAR II AND IT DOES NOT 
HAVE THE FINANCIAL RESOURES TO MAINTAIN FULLY EITHER 
THE CEMETERIES OR THE SYNAGOGUES LEFT FROM EARLIER 
TIMES. 

6. THE EMBASSY WILL REPORT ASAP THE RESULTS OF ITS CON- 
TACTS WITH THE JEWISH LEADERSHIP. 

KAISER 
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